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THe Subj ject of 12 Hilery is "the Nepia e E 
Bea eto Children left in a Wood, A 

tbey moſt miſerably periſn d: How they were 828 
brought thither, and came to that unhappy End, ſhall 1 
be at large declared in the Sequel of this Hiſtory. ; ; in 


which, that we may proceed the more regularly, we 


hall firſt give and Account of the Parents of theſe two 


Their Father was a Gentleman, of a plentiful Eſtate. 
in the County of Wer is not far from Cafle- Riſing, 
an ancient ona own in that County, tho? at 


preſent much decay'd : This Gentleman was deſcend- — 
ed from the ancient and honourable Family of the Truc- 7 = 
loves in that County, and 8 the Ne of * 
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».\- Truelove, having only one Brother whoſe Name was 


Nicholas 5 but of a far different Nituce from his Bre- 


ther ; Arthur being every way a-compleat and-{weet 
natur'd Gentlemon; belov'd by every one, and deſer- 


ving every ones Love; of a free, courteous, and affa- 
ble Temper 3 one that kept a good Houle, without be- 


ing Prod igal 5 there bei g no want 


of any thing n 
cellaryy notany Waitc or Supg flaity Spur Nicholas was 


on the contra, &a. ſordid Moroſe ſullen Temper, of 


a cloudy Countenance, and very unſociable and dil- - 
courteous; and accordingly met with the like Treat- 


ment from his Neighbauts. But notwighftanding all 
is Deſccts nis Brother h wa ang! 


rother, who was all Love and Swect- 


neſs, carrfed it to him with all the Reſpect and Fender. 


neſs imaginable. 3 
Mr. Arthur Truelove, ho Was eldeſt Brother, liv'd a 


conſiderable time a Batehelor, ſo thit is Brother Nicho 
las was married and had two Sons Before him, and could 


have been well contented that his Brother Arthur would 
not have married at alhbejng of a very eoyetous and ſor- 
did Temper, and tft hing do much of all that am one 
hag be ſidesHimſelk. Bit Mr. 17H» a7 Truclove thinking it 


would be bettet and more comfort ablefor him to t ke 
1 


a Wife, began to look out after one; and in a little 
time fou one according to his Wiſh ; for as fbon-as he. 
1580 His intentions to marry, he ſoon had Wives 
enow offer'd him; but none pleaſed him ſo well as one 
Mrs Fane Townſend, the Daughter of an honourable. 
Gentſeman in that County, whoſe Conditions were fo 

ſuitable to his, that they ſeem'd made for one another: 
Bur I will let alone her Deſcription till the next Chap- 
ter. | ors 
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MONTE da CH Ap. H. 
How 17 Nabu Truelove courted Mrs. Jane Townſend; 
her Beauty and Parts NO | 4 e 4: 

| Herwards c 


Have ſaid in the fore Naß Chaper, that Mr. 7 e. 
I /ovelik'd none for a Wife a8 Mrs. Jane Townſ-- 
end; and you will not wonder at the reaſon of his 
9 hoice, when Thave told y u What a one ſhe was: Fut 
how ſhall I do that, when ſhe was ſach 4 one as did in- 
flame all Eyes that lobk'd upon her; and well ſhe 
might, for in her E es Love N inthrönd; and full of 
5 Majeſty ſent forth ſuch glorious Eye-farpr prizing Rays, 
that ſhe was thought the Wonder of the Age. All is 
beheld her, (and all that cou behold her,) did make 
_ their 25 quick Meſſengers to their Minds, to let them 
knoty th ea ey had ſeen the urmoſt of Perfection; and 
fo mig ing leſpair of ever meeting with a fairer Ob- 
Jed: And yet her Body Though ſo truly lair, was but 
the Casket f her fairer Mind: Her Behity: was indeed 
eſteemed by all but by herſelf; and to herſelf itſeemed 
but vain and trivial, for ſhe preferr? Uthe Beauty of her 
Soul before it. And to ſay truth. the Beauty of 
her Body (tho' hardly to b. equaPd in the World) 
were far inferiour to thoſe excelling Vertues of her 
Mind: ' Humility ſhin?d N y in her Carriage, and 
Pride, that Bane of the Faire Was at as great a diftance 
from her as it wa$rom Vertue. 
And now ring ws whether Mr T ee cod 8 


have made a better Choice: Nor did he ſpend much 
time in Courting her: Thoſe vain and fooliſn Comple- 
ments that others were ſo taken with, were what ſhe. 

never 


Lines: 


never would admit of. The reat Worth that they were 
both Poſſeſſors of, foon equally attraQ'd one another: 
So that foow-after: the, Je boon erna gf. their 


Marriage, compleated 06 CXx- 
preſt Ns Faces on e oy 1 7 the. ol bing 
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_ Dothfafe in Port bis  Joyfa ful. An hor cul „ on 
Mhich hath orcaſton? 4 many pious irt, 7 , 115 N 0 
And been the Sulject of bi # daily, Pre ro 4 li ir 
r did they Ber, until . „ e Sch 
Iz which their Fg were ell "within their Power, 
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ments at 5 Wills wak all the keep t at 10 


tended it, wou'd be to hold a Candle to the Sun 
to ſay nothing cou d be wanting at it, 45 but 10 19 
diminutively of it: I hree Elements at leaſt ele rifle 


to ſerve up the Variety of which their Wedding-din- 


ner did conſiſt ; and univerſal Joy and Satisfaction Was 
ſeen in every Countenagce z expreſſing the gli 1d Hearts 


of all the Guefts :- Only his Brother Nzcholas ſcem'd to 


wear a cloudy Brow, and appexr'd melanchol, unto 
that degree, that it was taken notice of by ſeveral; 3 but 
he excus'd. it by pretending [ome ladilpolit: ition, which 
thoſe that knew him beſt, thought he had nu occaſion. 
to excuſe, it being only the Efles of his on natural 
and moroſs Temper; of which his Brother too no 


wou his fair Pride Pall took Gs All his Thoughts... 


4 DS CHAP. 


1 9 7 


Few Ur. Nicholas Truelove grew very melanchoiy after 
his Brothers Marriage, and of the Kindneſs of his Bro- 


aber and Sijter to bim. N 


I is obſerved by Naturaliſts, that Spiders will fuck 
I «Potion from the ſelf-ſame Flowers, from whence 
the better-aatur'd Bee will extract Virgin Honey: Juſt 
Avit was with Mr, Nicholas 7raelove, the Marriage ol 
his eldeſt Brother, which was a general Occaſion of R 
joycing to all others, gave him the greateſt Dilcontent 
imaginable; of which, (whatever his Eretene 
were) this was indeed the true and only Reaton: Hs 


n 


Brother Arthur having lived a Batckelpr till about thir- 
ty four Years of Age, he had fondly conceive;! that he 
wou'd never marry ; and then by Conſequence all che 5 
Eſtate: his Brother had, wou'd fall to him and to his 
Children: But now his Brother marrying a ine and 
beautiful young Gentlewoman, by u hom he cow 
not doubt of having Iſſue, and thereby ſecing all his 
Hopes defeated, the mighty Diſappointment overcame 
him, and touch'd his covetous and ſordid Temper to 
the Quick: So that his Diſcontent became too viſible: 
to be diſſembled; which his Brother perceiving, was 
very ſenſibly afflicted at it; and wou'd be often asking 
of him what was the occalion of it; but Nicholas 25 
much as poſſibly he couꝰd avaided ſ:erking to him; and 
by endeavouring to hide the Malady, made it the more 
apparent. | | | 
It happened ſome five or fix Months after Mr. Arthur 
Traclove was married, that His Wife's Pregnancy began 
to be apparent, and gave the joyful Parents aſſured 
. B Hopes 
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hopes of Tiiue, his Lady finding herlelf quick with 
Child ; with which glad Tydwys, they both rid one 
Day to their Brother's Houle, there to communicate 
their News to him, that he miglit be a Partner in their 


mutual Joy: At their firſt coming, their Brother gave 


em a kind Welcome, and ſeem'd very glad to ſer em; 
but when his Brother told him that his Wife was quick 
with Child, he co 2d not for his Life hide his Relent- 


ment; for*cwas to him the moſt uncomfortable News 


cou'd tave been told him, and kis Heart fainted at the 
very hezring on'c; fo that the Blood retir'd from all 
the outward Quaiters of the Body, to give its beſt. 
&fiiftance to the Heart, and left his Looks all pale and 
languiſhing; and that which moſt of all confounded 
dim, was that his Brother and Siſter, were Witneſſes 
of his Diſorder ; but though they {aw he was ſuddenly 
et an2*d, they knew not upon what acconnt it was, and 


were 23 far from thinking any Evil, as from deſigning 


it ; for nought but Vertue, Peace, and Innocence, in 


their fair Suu s cou'd find a Habitation; and far jrom 


thinking what the real Cauſe was, ſeem'd very much 
{irpriz'd at his Hiſorder; and ſtrait order'd his Servants 
$ ſtep and call their Miſtreſs, to bring ſome comforta- 
ble Cordial for their Maſter, who by degrees came to 
him elfagain, hoping (as it fell out) that they wou'd 
4itibuie his ſudden inci to fome other Caule, than 
that tom which it did indeed procerd.” His Brother 
an: his Siſter were indeed cxtreamly troubled to fe 
um cut of Order; and asking of him how he did? He 
r: ply*d, Something better, and thay it was only a ſud- 
den Fit of his old Melancholy. This gave his Brother 
a {airoccaſion to ſpeak thus unto him: 


My 


* "+ + 3 * 
A alex» Brother, Tou know of all the Children of our Fa. 
ther, there's only you and I that now ſut vide, and in th: 
HPorld theres not a Man that / e(tetm before you; ther: 
why ſhou d you thus hide 16ur Griefs from me? If there be 
any thing thut troubles you, let me bin nom it, and PH con 
tribute all that lies within the Cormpaſ of my Power to give 
wu Eaſe; And if *tis a Diſtempey that thus diſtu G you, 
let me intreat j ou to look aut betimes, and get a Remedy, 
before proves too hard for the Phyſicanm. 
To which his vertuous Wife added immediately, 
Pray Brother ſeek out prefently for Cure; for Melancholy is 
4 bad Diſtempcr, and. ſo att" worſe than other Sickneſs for 
this Reaſons That thoſe that have it ner are weary. of it. 


Be willing, Brother, but to leave it, and the Cure is ha, 


perfected, Come to our Houſe and ſtay there fox ſome time, 
aud ride abroad 4 Hunting with my fiuiband: This will be 
ſome Diverſion for you. At other times, I'd have you go to 
London; and 7 dox't dowbt but that the News you'll near 

each Day at the Exchange, and the Diverſions 4 the Court 
aud Park, will go a great way to effe(t your Cure. And as 
your Brother told you but jaſt now, if there be any thing lies 


heavy on you, communicate it freely to your Brother, and 1 


am ſure you weed nos doubt of having his Aſſiſtance, whate- 


ver the matter be. 

Theſe free and generous Speeches of his Brother and 
Siſter, altho? he cou'd not but take very kindly, and 
yet did he wiſh they never bad been ſpoken ; for "twas 
no other than heag ing of freſh Feel on his Head. He 
knew not how. after ſuch Kind neſſeſs ſnew'd, to har. 
bour thoſe black thoughts he had before ; and theretorg 
finding they had fo Tltruſt of the true Caule of all his 


Melanchols, he put on ſomething a mo. e cheartul Air, 


and made em this Reply : 
| B 2 8 4 
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n 3 


. My dear Brother, T mnit canfe f that u cen al 
cina, above what other Brothers uſe to be; aug therefore I 
jews be the moſt ungratefal among t Men, bound I be 
wanting in wy jut Acknowledgements, or have one though. 
within my Breaſt, I ſhowd not make my Brother privy. to. 


/ 


But as Hiſtompers come wit hont our leave, ſo neither will 
they go, but when Heaven pleaſes, And if ſometimes I do 


 Eppear to indulge it, tis as my Siſter very well obſerd a, the 


melancholy Conſtitution I am. ſmbject to, iucliues me ſo to do. 
But my dear Sifter (addreſhing himſelf to her) Jam re- 
ſolv d to take your Counſel, and come and ſee what Cheer you 
keep at home, and go ſometimes a kunting with my Brother, 
and uſe all means I can to cunqu r this ſo trouble ſeme Di- 


Kemper. And ſo began to be more merry with them. 


How A. Nicholas Truelove went afierwardi to his Nyol 
theirs Houſe, and ſeem'd to be recoverꝰd of his Melancho. 
5, during which time, hi Brother'] Wife was deli ver'd 


& Fter this kind Viſit made by Mr. Arthur and his 
( Lady to his Brother Nicholas, mani feſting ſo much 
Kindne's t him, he had a ſtrange coufuſion of Thoughts 
within him; his wicked Purpoſes were ſtagger'd, and 
he began to boggle at the Execution of his wick ed De- 
ſigns: For he had once reſolv'd to kill both his kind 


Brother and his Wife, that ſo he might be Lord of his 
Inheritance; but this unatural Reſolution (upon his 


gooler thoughts) began to be too horrid in his Ey es; 
as well as it had too much Danger in it: He knew his 
Brother and his Siſter's Vertues, had made em well be- 
loy'd by all the Country, and had few Enemics; gd 

| 4 that 


, TIC, 


3 J 
if ſuch a Fact 1 4 be commited; wot be a thing 
impoſſible to hinder the Diſcovery : "or now their 
Kindneſs had ſo over. come him, that the Ingratitude 
of ſuch an Act, was by his better Genits, ſet forth in 
ils true 'Colours to bis Wa, which had not yet loft all 
remainders of Humanit : "He alſo thought that time 
(which. in each Age, rodtices mighty ' Alterations) 
might bring about his 10 Deligns by ns leſs Ra- 
z rdous and tät he orga obtain his Euds without 
that Dad of Guilt, hie fluch à horrid and infamous 
Action muſt needs have, Lerch 70 on Him 
Having. tbaß eite in Rich 22 Ee" pits <rthe 
abs Plealed EountenanceHe ond. and told his Wife 
(who was a, Woman that deft rd better Husband; 
ang unto "whom te ne var durſt communicate the leaſt 


6f thoſe black th bi firs thachatioted him) that he in- 
{A 2 and repay him his kind 

Viſit, and there (ee it he cou'd divert himſelf, and ſhike 

his melancholy Humour off: Which the good-tatur'd 


tended to go fee h 


Gentleman Was extreamly glad to hear, arid ſecond- 
ed his Reſolution all ſhe coul. 

When he came to his Brother's, he was recelyach by 
him and by his Sifter, with all the Kindneſs that was 


poſſible ; who were extreamly glad fo ſee him Togft 


with a ſerener Air than he was wont to do; and told. 
him they rejoyc'd to ſee him ſo much mended: To 
whom he pleaſantly reply'd, He took his Siſter's 


_ Counſel, and was come thirher to divert himſelf, and 
ſhake his Mclancholy off. His Brother was well pleasd 


With what he ſaid, and nothing was omitted which 
might contribute to ſo good a Reſolution: He went a 
hunting often with his Brother, and viſiting of other 
Neighbouring Gentry, who now began to have a greater 


EKindneſs for him, then e're they had before. But 


” * 
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But now the time was come for the youn Lady to 
be brought a- bed, and through the kind A ſſiſtance of 
Luciua, was late deliver d of a3 N Fas to the great 
Ioy of all the Family. But that which was the E A, Oe J 
Joy became the Brother's Grief; for by this Heir, Fe 
jaw. himſelf and Children diſpoſſeſt of what he had 1o 
long eſteem d his own ; and could not ſo contract his an- 
gry Brow,- but, that ſome. Clouds: appeared within his 
Face; but yet he wiſhed his Brother and. his Siſter Joy 

and 4 a Health to che long Life and Happineſs o 

his young Nephew : Which as he truly & iſh'd not then, 

ſo he ob!truted aftorwayds, But 1995 wickly after finding 
this new Heir gave him a freſh Di e, Which he 
was not willing ſhould be taken 1 he therefore 
told his Brother and his Siſter that h is Occali ions did 
now call him home, and ſo begged their Excuſe for his 
Deion, and returned home again. 


CHAP. v. 

How Mir. Arthur Truelove had « Daughter born two Years 
after his Son: And of the 1 Life his W fe and he 
_— 


R. Niaholes Truelove being returned home, and 
reflecting cpon the kind Entertainment he had 
received from fis Brother and Siſter, could not but in 
ſpite of all ill- nature blame himſelf for repining at nis 
Brother's Happineſs; and therefore reſolved for the 
time to come, that he would ſtifle all thoſe wicked In- 
clnations that had hitherto diſtur.?d him; ard ac- 
-cordingly carried it towards them, with all Kin inels 
and reſpect which became him, towards ſo kind and 
good natured a Brother: ſo that both Families gere 


(or 


— OT | 5 
(or at leaſt ſeemed to be) happy in each other; and 
Providence in leſs than two Years afterwards crowned. 
Mr. Arthur Trnelove and vertuous Spouſe, with a fair 
Daughter to his]. vely Son, to which he gave its Mother's 
Name, as his young Son had his: So that they looked. 
upon themſelves (and were indeed). as happy as their 
Hearts could wiſh: His Prudence and good Husbandry 
increaſing his Eſtate, which ſtill grew more and more, 
by all he gave away; for ſuch was his extenſive Cha- W 
rity, that he never ſuffered any to go away an hungry = 
from his Door, nor diſcontented neither, as far as he 
could help it: For he ſtill found the more he gave away, 
letting Deſcretion always be his Guide, the more his . 
Wealth cnereas'd upon his Hand. For what he thus | 
diſtributed abroad to ſuch as were fit Objects for his i 
Charity, was like the Seed, which with a liberal Hand | 
being ſhed upon the ground, brought forth a ſuitable 
Increaſe in its appointed Seaſon. Nor was his vertuous: 
Lady idle in her Station; but being skilPd in the pecu- 
liar Vitues of moſt Herbs and Flowers, her Cloſet was | 
a {mall Apothecary's Shop, from whence on all occaſions ſhe | 
diſpenſed both Food and Phyſick to her needy Neighbours. I 
W hilft both his vertuous Lady and himſelf thought themſelves 
happy in esch other, and in their little Son and Daughter, 
in whom and in their Iſſue, hey had the Proſpeſt of a kind of 
Immortality intailed upon their Family; ard did not doubt but 
their Poſterity might live for many Ages yet to come. Bur ah 
how differently do things fall out from what we oft imagine, 
and ether Scenes appear, than what at preſent is within our 


Proſpe ct. 1 5 
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How Mr. Arthur Truelove and his Wife fell ſick; and bow his 
Brother Nicholas came to ſee em. g 8 . | 
H Ow often have we ſeen the Sun (that glorious Ruler of the 4 
Day) ſhine with illpſtrious Beams of ſplendent Mod 
5 CIdL6% 
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ſcatter his bright Rays thro';2ll the Heavens; when on a ſud- 
den ſome envious injerpoſing Cloud has robb d us ef its Luſtre, 
and brought a gloows.Darkveſy ore che Wor id? Juſt ſo it was 
with Mr. Arthur Truelov', for on a ſudden bis Health and his 
Wife too, were both exchang'd for Sickneſs; bgtli falling ſick, 
und both of oſe Diſt«mperatthe ſelf-ſame-time; hut w hatthar 
Was, neither themſelyesnor their Phyſicians cord deterwine, 
but did reſolve it into ſome occult Morbifck Matter, which 
had been long a brecding, but now came to a Head, aud threat- 


ned to diſolve their earthly F 8 What afte yards ob- 


ſued made ſome reflect, as if bis Buothe Nicholas had offered 
ſome foul Play to em, at an Entertainment that he gave em 
at his Houſe about three Months before; when ont of an Ex- 
ceſs of Kindneſs, he hed em up into his Cloſer, and there gave 
em a Dram, which as he ſaidhe kept for his own drinking; for 


tho they both remained well three Months after; yet there are 


Poiſons may be ſo prepared as to lie latent ſo long time within 
their Bodies and yet at laſt as ſurely kill, as if a Sword had pier d 


their very Hearts; and that bis Brother and his Siſter ner wi- 


"truſted it, can he no Argument; for neither did they in the 
Jeaſt imagine how afterwards he deals with their dear Children; 
for if they had they ne'r had made him Guardian over'em. But 
be that how it will, certain it is, That as theſe vertuous Pair 


found their Diſtemper attack 'em with renewed Violence, 


-and that it baffled the Phy ſitiĩans Remedies, they ſent with all 
4maginable fpeed for Mr. Aictolas Truclove to come to em; 
who ſeemed to be exceedingly ſurpriz'd at the bad News; and 
therefore haſtened to go to viſit them. | 
When Mr, Nicholas came inte the'Chamder,and ſaw in what 
Condition they both lay, he looked as if he wou'd have fallen 


down dead, and needed a Phyſitian'more than they did; and 
- ſeemed ſo troubled that he could not ſpeak. At laſt recoverin 


himſolf a little (or ſeeming ſo to do) be thus began to ſpeak: 
Ay dear Brother and Siſter, winder not that you ſee me fo di urb'd; 


For tis the moi heart- killing Sight I ever yet beheld; to ſee you both 


upon a Bed of Siclneß, (you whom I love to that degree, not my own 
Wife and Children are more dear to me) it drives me nigh the Con- 
fines of another World ! O break my Heart, and les me not ſur vive it 

| Would 


I old my own Death mig ht but preſerve your Lives how mach fed. 
Irejoyce to make tre Exchan, e] But & there nothing that I can do 
for you? No Help ! No Remedy! Wh.t fhall de? And theie- 
upon the Tears guſh'd out fo plentifully, as made the Beholders 
not to doubt of the ſincere Affection he had for em. And 
made his trpely loving Brother ſay, Pray Brother do not add to 
wy Afffliction, by weeping thus for me ; my greateſt Trouble is 11 ſee 
you grieve tim. As to myſelf and my dear Wife, we're pleaſed th: 1 
we ſhall go together to a World of Happiref, where we ſhall haue no 
need of any thing that we ſhall leave brhind ws, I eath us the commun 
Lot of all Mankind, aud if it comes to us ſooner than others, we (hat 
have this Advantage by it, that we ſhall thereby be the ſoout i hapsy 
and freed from whatſoever can diſturb us. But I have one thi/g, 
Brother to requeſt of you, and that is, That you'd take the Charge and 
Care F my dear Chiliren, for to your Care it 55 I ſhal commit em. 
To this the ſeemingly ſorrowful Brother reply d, That © 
he had ſaid nothing to him, yet that unfeigned Love he always boy: 
to him, would infallibly engage him to take the ſame Care of his Chil. 
dren, as he would de of his own : At which the ſick Couple being 
very well ſatisfied, gave him many Thanks. But their Brother 
was exceeding earneſt with 'em to try further means for their 
Recover ig; and told 'em he hoped to ſee em better the next 
time he came. And fo returned again to his own Houſe ; not 
alittle pleaſed he had fo well diſſembled with his Brothe. 


e 
Shewing how Mr. Arthur Fruelove made his laßt Will, and dying 
left his Brother Nicholas ſole Executor, and Guardian to his 


Children. 

* A Fter the return of Mr. Nicholas Trucloue to his own Fouſe, 
the Phyſitians employ'd the utmoſt ef their Care for the 

Recovery of Arthur and his Wife; but with no Succeſs, For 


according to the Poet, 
ye Doctor cannot alirays cure the I, 
Sometimes the Malady's beyend the Skill. 
And therefore finding their Illneſs te increaſe, and expect- 

ing nothing ele but cou d end in Death, he ſent for a Notar y 
publick, and de{ixed him to make i is Will, by which he left his 
S Eſtate, 
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Eſtate, (which was three hundred Pounds a Vear) :o his only Son, and Five hun 

dred Pounds in Gold: to his only Daughter; to be paid upon her Marriage» 
day; and in caſt ſhe dyed before, the id Mon v ro go to her Brother: And 
if they ſhou'd both dye before they came to nge, their Uncle ſhould poſſeſs 
the whcle, He being alſo made ie Kxecuror, a: d Guardian to the Children. 
Thu: be ing done, he ordered ſuch of ther Friends and Neigtbours to he ſent for, 
ab ciiEy had a mind to ſce; but his Biother with his VV fe and Chil-irencame 
without {ending for. To whom le col all that he had done, and then gave 
ſeveral Legacics away, eſpecially to his Broth. r and his VVife, and each of his 
Children in particular: And ſome alſo tocheritable Uſes, leaving beſides ſuf. 
ficient to recompence his Brother for is C-re add Trouble. : 

This being done, the dying Man cal s for the living Remainders of himſelf, 
who the ſhould Icave behind him, and ſo tha little Pledges of their mutual 
Affection being brought them, the Father firſt, and afterwards the Mother, 
each t ok tnem in heir dyng Arme, and there embrace d them, weeping, (as 
it theit almoſt now departing and fore-bodiug Souls, fort- ſaw that batharous 
and inhumane Uſage, to which thev ſhould hereafter be expoſed) there kiſ- 
ſing them, and giving them his Bleſſing, gave them unto his Btother with thee 
VVords, Here Brother, I bequeath into your Hands theſe har mſeſs Babes of 
mine, the living Images of your dy ing Brother, and make it as my laſt Requeſt, 
chat you would deal by them no otherwife, chan you de ſire Heaven would here- 
after deal by you and yours; and ſo as we may both rejoyce together in ano- 
ther VVorld; where you will ne'r be able to look me in the Face, if you do 
any otherwiſe than well, by theſe my innocent and pretty Children. And -- - 
but he had been too earneſt in his Speech, and ſo had ſpent his Strength to that 
degree, that now his faulrering Tongue could go no farther; which his dear 
VVife perceiving, thus ſupplyed his Place: O my dear Brother! You are now 
the Man to whole Paternal Care we have committed our dear Children; to 
make em happy, or elſe miſerable: And tho? I hope you'll need no other Mo- 
tive, than the Remembrance of that true Love your Brother always bore you 3 
yet if that ben t ſufficient, know, Heaven's all- ſeeing Eye, will ſtill be over you; 
and will Reward you, as you deal wich them, whether tis well or ill. More 
ſhe'd have likewiſe ſaid, but that her own Tears prevented he. 

The Brother ſecing in what Agony they Hoch appeared, as doubting his good 
Uſage, was willing all he could to ſatisfie em, and therefore thus replyed, 
Doubt not, O Siſter, nor you deareſt Brother, my Love and Care of cheſe your 
pritty Babes, when you ſhail be gone hence: May Heaven deal ſo with me and 

mine for ever, as I ſhall deal with them when you arc gone. To which the dy- 
ing Parents iaid, Amen; and lay ing down their Heads, ſoon after dy ed together. 


5 CHAP, VAI. t 
Shewins how Mr. Nicholas Truelove, coveting his Brother's Eſtate, reſol ved to make 
away the two Child ren; to which End he Hired two Ruffians to murder them. 
O ſooner were the Funerals of the two ver uous and lamented Trueloves 


over, and all fitting Care taken for the Diſpoſal of thoſe things, which as - 
| Execuror, Mr. Nicholas Truelove y as oblig'd io take care ofs he was Executor; 


but 
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hut ke returns to his own Houſe, and brings his Brother's Children with him, 
com micting them to the care of his own Wife; with whom had he bur let em 
ſtaĩd, they had been happy, ard kimicif Icfs miſerable 3 for the good VVoman 
was as tender over them as their on Mother could have been; making no 
ſort of difference herwixe them and her own Children. 


But this kind Uſage of hers, did nor at all comport with her Husband's In- 


tentions; who from the very hour his Brocher dy'd, look'd on the Children 
with an evil Eye; as being now the only Obſiacle which ſt od "twixt him and 
all that was his Brother's ; His VVife was troubled to ſce his great Ind fterence 
towards thoſe, to whom ſhe knew him to be under the greateft Obligation to 
treat with more Regard ; and ſometimes told him ſo; but this was only like 
throwing Oy! on Flames, which does inſtead of Quenching make it burn the 
Ficrcer. For now the Devil knowing his Heart was all dryed up to Tinder, in- 
jects freſh Fire into it; which in a litde time conſumes ir all ro Aſhes. He was 
reſolved ro fattsfie his wicked Inclinat ions, and make his Brother's Eſtate his 
own, by taking his Children out of the way; ſo that the beſt way to do it, 
was all he had to think on; which nct long after, was thus brought abouz. 
Walking one Day about his Grounds, he ſaw two Men lye skulking on the 
ground near an adjoyning Wood, whom Juſtice long ago had ſet a Brand upon, 


ſo that they had the Law in their own Hands; and who liv'd only by the harms. 
of others 3 upon the ſight of theſe, whom he well knew, ke preſcnily reſol- 


ved that theſe ſhould be the Men, whoſe Hands ſhould ſet him free from the 
innocent Cauics of his Pifturbance, and ſo makes up to them; at whom they 
were ſtartled, thinking he rather came to puniſh them for the Miſchiefs they 


had already done, than to ſer them upon doing more: But he ſoon eas'd em 
of their Fears, by telling em he had a little Job for em todo, which if they'd 
but perform like Men of Honour, he wou'd reward 'em well: Which they, (be- 


fore they knew what cwas) promis'd with all the Oaths imaginable.” I 4, 


ſaid Truelove, onl; to take away two Quick ſet Hedges, that ſtands between my Bro- 


ther's Lands and mine: The apprehenfive Rogues ſoon knew his Meaning, and 


told him they'd ſoon grub it up, aud make the Paſſage free. Cou'd this be 
done without ſuſpition, ſaid rhe barbarous Uncle, I wou'd reward you with an 
hundred Marks: They wou'd have cut an) Man's Throat for half fo many Shil- 


lings, immediately undertook to do it with all the Secrecy that cou'd be; if 
he'd bur put theai in a way. | 


Truelove, that he might be the leſs ſuſpected, reſolv'd to counterfeita Letter, 


from an Aunt of the young Childrens Mother, that liv'd then at London; de- 


firing they might be ſome time with her; and then inſtead of carrying them 


to London, they ſhould murther them. In Proſecution of which fatal Vilany, 
they went to a blind Ale-houſe about two Miles from his Dwelling, which theſe 
Rogues ſomerimes haunted, and there they writ this Letter, which one of em 
under the Notion of a London Cartier, ſhou'd bring him in the Afternoon. 
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ow the two Ruſſians took the two Children on pretence of having th te London, 


and carried them into a great Wood in oder to Fill em: Row they t fell 047 4 
_ bout it, and one bill d the other; the ſarviuing Villain leaving the twa Children 
in the Word, where they miſerably periſh d with Hunger . „ 

"TY He Rufhars whom Truelove had agreed with, came in che Afttrocon ant 
| brought a Letter to him, to defirc the Children might be fent up to Lon- 
don ro their Mother's Aunt; Which Mrs. Traelove wou'd by to meatis apree to; 
tor ſhe knew none cou'd take more care of em than ſhe had dome; but ner 
Husband was reſclv'd they ſnou'd go; their Aunt ves a rich Widow, he ſaid, 
and had no Children of her own, and he'd leave 2.1 {he had to em, and he'd 
net be their hinderance. . e 

The next day, all things being got ready for their pretended Journey, comes 
the two ſeeming Catriers with Hortes to carry up theſe harmleſs Babes rowares 
London, who were both very glad they ſhould ride a Cock horſe. And Mrs. 
Truelme having kiſſed them with as true an Affe ion as her Husband did in a 
feigned one, took her leave of them, charging the ſuppos' d Carriers to have 
2 great Care of em, and ſce they were well us'd. 5 
The Rufhans having got the Babes in their Poſſeſſion, and the Reward that 
F/21:e promiſed them, rid ſome Miles towards London, the little prating Tra- 
veiiers (who now, poor Innocents! were travelling to their long Home) en- 
tortainigg their Murtherers with ſuck pritty innocent Diſcour ſes, as would e- 
ven have mollified a Heart of Stone, and ſoftened the Breaſts of Tygres, but 
theſe were far more hard and ſavage: At laſt they came to a great Wood, by 


which there was a narrow Lane turned out of the Road, into which they went, 


and there alighting took the poor Children down, and went into the Wood 
together, the Children talking to them all the while; which made the mild- 


er Villian of the two perſwade the other to ſave their Lives, fince they had 


had already their Re ward; and that twas beſt to carry them and leave them 


near {ome unfrequented Village were ſomebody might ſee them and take them 
in; but this the other Relentleſs Rogue refuſed ; alledging Truelove had paid 
em largely, and therefore upon Honour they were bound to perform their 
Word: ¶ Sce what miſtaken Notions ſome Men have of Honour; when nothing 


can be Honourable, but what is honefi, juſt, and vertuous.] But in this Con- 


ieft che Quarrcl grew ſo high, that they from Words fell to their Swords, and 
he rÞat was for killing of the Children, was firſt killed kimſelf; whilft the 
poor Babes ſtood crying by, frighted ro ſee them quarrel, The ſurviving Vil- 


lain, after the other's Death, came to the Children, and bid them leave their 


crying, and go along with him, and he would have 'em where they ſhould 
have ſome Victuals; and afrer lie had led them about two Miles farther in the 
cod, he bid em ſit down upon the Gra!s, and he wou'd bring them preſcat- 


+}; ſome Sugar-plume:, and read and Butter, with which, the Children bein 


pleaſed ſar down, expecting it accordingly. And there he leſt theſe harmleſs 
Babes to periſhz as ſurely (tho' not fo kindly) killing them, as if he d cut 


Returb, as it grew dark they fell a crying, which they continued fo long my 
| they 


their Throats. Tir'd with their Journey, and their Kxpectation of the Man's 
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they fel aſſep 3 and Faking in he Morning, they got up, and ſought to get out 
of the V Vood ; which when tey could not do, they ſearched for Food, and 
found Foe Flick berrics, nd ſome few wild Apples, which not ſuſtaining N1- 
turc, they ſoon d ed wich Hunger; and altho they had none to bury them, 
the kinder Robin-red-breaſt buried them with Leaves, | | 

Trus ve inform'd by the ſurviving Villein, that they had muther'd the young 
Chilaren, fix Month aſter produces a counter eit Letter from the prerended 
Aunt in Londin, that his pritty Ne phe w and Neice, were both dead of the Small 
Pox, who ſhew d a: much counterfeit Sorrow as any for their Deaths; And at 
aft got the Eftare «hich he ſo much coveted. 5 

But tho he had contriv'd all chis ſo privately yet Divine Vengeance follary © 
him; affrichting Dreams terrifying him in his Sleep, and the Image of the mur - 
ther d Children Hill Baring him i'th' Face; and he that egg d him on to all this 
M ic kedneſs, now in moſt horrid Shapes appear d co him, and threarniog every 
Moment to deſtroy him. Be des, moſt of his Cattle dy d of the Murraiu,hisGorn 
was blaſted, and his Barns were fired by Lightning; Milde ws and Catter - pil- 
jar deftroy'd all his Fruits; two of his Ss, for whom he covered his Brother's 
Lands, were caſt away at Sea. His company was hared by all honeſt Men, and 
he was forc'd to herd with Rogues and Villains cut of meer neceſſiey, amongſt 
whom when he had profuſely lavifh'd his Eſtate, he run in Debr, and was caſt 
into Priſon, where through Deſpair and Want de dy'd unpitied. 4 

Nor did that cruel! Miſcreanr, that left che innocent Children to per! 
in the Wood, eſcape deſerved Punifhment ; For he being taken for a notorious 
Robbery, was convicted and ſentenced to dye for the ſame. And at the place 
of his Execution, confeſs'd the Murther of his Fellow rogue, and of his lea - 
ving the innocent Children in the Wood, and how he and his Companion were 8 
hired to murther them, by their Uncle Nichols True love. a | 
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Ne ponder well, you Parents dear, 
theſe Words which Cſhalk write, 
A doleful Story you ſhall hear, F 
in time brought forth to light: 
A Gentleman of good account, 
in Norfolk dwelt of late, 
Whoſe /Vealth and Riches did ſurmant, 
mot Men of his Eſtate. 
Sore fuck he was, and like to dye, 
uo help that he could have; 
His Wife by him as fuck did lye, 
and both poſſeſsd ane Grave 


i e's 
No love between theſe two was loft, each was to other kind, 
In love they lid, in love they dy'd, and left two Babes behind. 
7 be one a fine and prity Boy, not paſſing th: ee Tears old, 
Ti he oer 4 G:rl more yours than he, and made in Beanty's Mould : 
Th: Futhei left his little Son, as plainly doth appear, . 
hen ke to pe, fect Age ſbould come, three hundred Puunds a year. 
Ana to his litile Daughter Jane, five hundred Pound in ola, 
20 be pain down on Marri ge day, which might not be controu'd ; 
Bat if the Childrem chance to dye, ere they to ge ſhould come, 
Their Yacle ſhould poſſeſs their Wealth for ſo the Will did run. 
New Brether, (ſaid the dying Man,) look to my Children dear, 
Be ge, unto my Boy and Girl, no Friends elſe I have here 
* To God andyen Tao comme nd, my Children night and day, 
*4 (tte while beſure we have within this nerid to ſtay. 
1 B:r$pt be Father and Mother both, and Uncle all in one; 
© Goa knows what will become of them, when I am dead and gone. 
* With thats beſpoke their Mother dear, O Brother bi ud, quoth ſhe 
* 7 on are the Man mu3t bring my Babes to Wealth or Miſery, 
* If you do keep them carefully, then God will you reward, 
* ff otherwiſ- hes ſeems to deal, God will your Deeds regard. 
With ligs 98 cold a5 any ſtone, le kift the Children ſwaall, 
© God bleſs jou voth, my Children dear; with that the tears did fall, 
Theſe Speeches then their Brother ſpoke, to this ſick Couple there, 
© The keeping of your Children dear, ſweet Siſter, do not fear; 
Gol never proſper me nor mine, nor ought elſe that I have, 
*If [do wrens your Children dear when you are laid in Grave. 
Fheir Parents being dead and gone, the Children home ne takes, 
Ard brings them home unto his Houſe, aud much of them he makes. 
He had not kept iheſe prity Babes, a Twelve-month aad a Day, 
But for their Wealth he did deviſe to mike them both away. _— = 
He ba gain'd with two Rufſians rude, that were of furious Mood, 
That they ſhould take the (Children young, and ſlay them in a Wood, 
Aud bold bis I#ife and all he had, he did the Childret ſend 


To 


„ 
Jo he brought up in ſair London, with one that was his Friend. 
Away then went theſe prity Babes rejrycing at that Tile, 
Kejoycing with a merry mind, th:y ould on Cock-horſ: ride: 
They prate ana pra'tlepleaſan ly, as they rode on the way, 
70 thoſe that ſhcuid their Batchers be, and work their Lives dtcav. 
Sy that the prity ſperch they had, made Aurtherers hearts releut, 
And they that took the Deed to do, full ſore they did ripent. 
Jet one of them more nard of heart, did vom to do his Charge, 
Becauſe the Wretch that hired him, had paid him verz large. 
The otb-r would not agree thereto, ſo here they fell at Strife, 
With one another they did firht, about the Childrens Life : 
Aud be that was of mildeſt mood, did flay the other there a 
Within an unfrequented Wood, where Babes did quae fo 
le took the Chilare: b the band, when tears flood in i he 
And bad them come and go with him, and look they did no 
And two long Miles he led them thus while they for Bread  omplain, 

Stay here, quoth he, Pl brirg ye Bread, when I do come again, 
Tueſe prity Babes with band in hand, went wandring up aud down, 
But never more they ſæm the Man, approaching from the 
Their prity lips with Black berries, were all beſmeard ag 
Aud when they ſaw the darksows nig ht, theyſat them down and. 
Thus wandred theſe two prity Babes, till death did end thai rief 
In one anothers arms they dyd, as Babes wanting Relief J 
No Burial theſe prity Babes of any Max receives, Aa 
Till Robin-red-breaft painfully, did cover them with Leaves” 
Ami nom the heavy Wrath of God upon ther Ducle fel, 
W fc axful Fiends did hauit his Honſè, his Copſcicnce felt an Hell: 
Elis barns were fir d, bis goods conſum'd, his lands were birren made, 
His Cattle dy dd within tho Field, and nothing with him ſtaid. 
And in the Vojage of Portugal, two of his Sous did dye; 
And to couclade bimſelf was brought unto much Miſery : 
He pamm d and mortgagd al his land, e e ſeven years came about; 
Aud nw at length this wicked Act, did by this means come out: 


> 
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The Fellow that did take in hand, theſe Children for to hill 
Mas for a Robbery j uag d to dye, as was Goa's bleſſed Will ; 


Who did conf: fs the very Truth of what is here expre#t , 


Their Uncle dy d while he for debt, did long in Priſon refF, 
All you that be Executors made, and Overſeers eke, | 
Of Children that be Fatherleſ, and Infants mild aud meet; 
Take you Example by this thing, and yeild to each his Right, 
Leaft God with ſuch like Miſery, your wicked Minds requite, 
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